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April 2019 Issue  

 
 

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular FranciscanOrder 
Newsletter 

 
 

Apostolates: 
 

upcoming monthly nursing home visits: 
 

The Estates at Lynnhurst 
471 W. Lynnhurst Ave,  St Paul, MN 55104 

Third Wednesday: April 17th, 6:30pm 
 

Little Sisters of the Poor 
330 Exchange St. South,  St Paul, MN 55102 

Fourth Thursday: April 25th, 6:30pm 
 
 

 
 

Andrena Guines – 4/11 
Brenda Berry – 4/18 

Br James Voeller – 5/17 
 

Our newsletter is published monthly by the 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Eugene Krentz, OFS (952-288-8263)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Eileen Moore, OFS (612-721-1198) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp (651-675-9286) 

 

Meetings: located at Queen of Peace Friary 
1289 Lafond Ave, St Paul, MN 55104 

 

April Council Meeting:  
Sunday, April 14th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

 

Profession Mass: 
Tuesday, April 23rd, 7:00pm 

 

Initial Formation: 
Friday, April 26th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

Text: The Franciscan Journey 
Inquiry Group – Ch 9  

“Vatican II – OFS Rule & Constitutions” 
 

Regular Fraternity Meeting  
Friday, May 3rd  

Business meeting – 6:30pm 
 

Sharing of Rule: Chuck 
 

Franciscan Holy Hour for World Peace – 
7:00pm followed by refreshments and social time. 

 

Treats: Nini, Steve, Janie 
 

Ongoing Formation 8:30 – 9:30pm 
Mass Readings for Sunday, May 5th   

second half of Ch10 
The Perfect Joy of Saint Francis  

 
May Council Meeting: 

Sunday, May 19th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 
 

The Council animates the Fraternity 
All professed members are encouraged to attend 
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MEETING MINUTES – April 5th    
 
Professed Members:  Janie Carlson, Robin Donner, 
Anne Keller, Jeannie Kratzer, Mary Makowski, 
Mary Marshall, Eileen Moore, Will Moore, Chuck 
Roach, John Rosensteel, Helen Rush, Marlene 
Skavnak, Steve Smith. 
Affiliate: Debbie Watson. 
Inquirer: Karen Nelson. 
Spiritual Assistant: Br John Mary Kaspari. 
Visitors: Jeremiah Blume, Heidi Giebel, Jerry 
Giebel, Br Pio King, Tom Marsolais 
 
Opening: Steve lead us in opening prayer.  
Karen shared an in-depth reflection on Article 2 of 
the Rule. (See page 3) 
 
The Minutes from the February meeting were 
approved.  
 
Financial Report (Robin): 
 

Previous January Balance:                        $910.71 
January exp - checks:       -24.95 
January Ending Balance:                           $885.76 
 

February Starting Balance:    $885.76 
February Common Fund Contributions:   +156.00 
February Ending Balance:                       $1041.76 
 

March Starting Balance:   $1041.76 
Printer ink - cost of running meetings:         -74.05 
Memorial Mass card for former member     -15.00 
March Ending Balance:     $952.71 
 
Savings Beginning Balance:    $467.79 
February Can Recycling:      +27.09 
March gift from friend of Fraternity:     +30.00 
Savings Ending Balance:    $524.88 
 

The financial report was approved. 
 

The Council presented the 2019 budget. After 
questions and discussion, Fraternity members voted 
to approve the budget. (See page 4) 
 
Member news: Debbie read Brenda’s updates and 
prayer requests from those who are unable to attend 
(see page 5). Thank you Brenda and Debbie! 
 

Formation Report (Jeannie): Both John Rosensteel 
and Mike Bartel have completed their study chapters 
and are getting ready to be professed. Thank you to 
Chuck for meeting with Mike to help him prepare. 

Plan to attend the Profession Mass for on Tuesday, 
April 23rd at 7:00pm at Queen of Peace Friary. 
 

The next initial formation session for current 
inquirers will be on Friday, April 26th. The inquirers 
are progressing toward the Rite of Admission in the 
near future. 
 

Jeannie distributed study questions for the next Fraternity 
meeting – May 3rd (the second half of Chapter 10 of The 
Perfect Joy of Saint Francis). (See page 6) 
 
The Brothers’ report (Brother John Mary):  
• Br James greatly appreciates all those who attended 

his Lenten Retreat Day on March 30th.  
• Br Seraphim will be ordained to the priesthood at the 

Cathedral at 10am on May 25th. His first Mass will 
be at St Casimir’s at 9am on May 26th. All are 
invited. 

• Continue to pray for those discerning vocations with 
the Brothers.  

 
Apostolates: 
 

Monthly Nursing Home Visits: Third Wednesday 
at 6:30pm at The Estates at Lynnhurst; Fourth 
Thursday at 6:30pm at Little Sisters of the Poor 
 

Lynnhurst residents enjoyed playing BINGO on March 24th. 
Eileen, Will, Eugene, Helen, and Anne helped. (see page 6) 
 
Region Events:  
Robin, Helen, Mary Marshall, Chuck, Steve and 
Anne attended The Spring Gathering in Little Falls 
on March 23rd.   
 

The Fall Gathering will be hosted by our Fraternity 
at St Bonaventure Church in Bloomington on 
Saturday, September 14th. Stay tuned for ways you 
can assist. 
 
Council Elections: Steve announced that the next 
elections are scheduled for our November Fraternity 
meeting. Eligible members, prayerfully consider 
how God is calling you to participate in the Council.  
 
Ongoing Formation:   After the Holy Hour and social 
time, we broke into 3 groups to reflect on the Sunday 
readings and the first half of Chapter 10 of The Perfect 
Joy of Saint Francis. Thank you to John, Chuck and 
Jeannie for facilitating. 
 
Closing: We shared intercessory prayers (see page 
5); Steve lead us in the Prayer of St Francis.  
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Rule Sharing Reflection by Karen Nelson 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter One: Rule 2  
The Secular Franciscan Order holds a special place 
in this family circle. It is an organic union of all 
Catholic Fraternities scattered throughout the world 
and open to every group of the faithful.  In these 
fraternities the brothers and sisters, led by the Spirit, 
strive for perfect charity in their own secular state. 
By their profession they pledge themselves to live 
the gospel in the manner of St. Francis by means of 
this rule approved by the Church. 
 
Reflection on Rule 2 
“Perfect Charity” – Charity Defined: Charity comes 
from the Latin caritas” and the Greek “charis” and 
means “selfless love”. Selfless love is the core 
relationship of the Trinity and is the reason for our 
existence.  
Definition from the Catechism: “Charity is the 
theological virtue by which we love God above all 
things for His own sake, and our neighbor as 
ourselves for the love of God.” (CCC1822) 
 
The Secular Franciscan Order [OFS], is a part of the 
Franciscan family raised up by the Holy Spirit. This 
Third Order grew out of the desire of laity to follow 
the spirit of St. Francis within their life in the world. 
The OFS is held in high esteem within the 
Franciscan family and is a model of fraternal 
harmony.  
 
Franciscans living in religious community have been 
entrusted with the care of the OFS, including the 
Third Order Regular, as stated in the TOR 
Constitutions -1992 #157:  “The Secular Franciscan 
Order is closely related to the order by common 
origin and heritage. The friars hold it in high esteem 
because they share with it the same penitential 
charism. In union with the secular brothers and 
sisters that charism is completely expressed.” 
 
Additionally, the OFM Conventual Statues – 1984 
#73 state the following:  All friars should consider 
the OFS as the modern necessary complement to 
their charism, esteem it highly and foster it 
zealously. Therefore, the friars should be solicitous 
that the tertiaries are trained in the school of 

evangelical perfection, be a leaven in their own 
secular sphere and witness to poverty, love, joy, 
peace, marital fidelity, obedience to the Church, 
apostolic Christocentrism and sincere devotion to 
the Virgin Mary. 
 
These words illustrate connections among the 
branches of the Franciscan family. Franciscans from 
every Order help to maintain this common charism 
and assist one another to grow in Franciscan 
spirituality and gospel living. This vital reciprocity 
enables the Franciscan family to work together in 
bringing the Franciscan charism to the Church and 
the world. 
 
In conclusion: Some Scriptures about Perfect 
Charity: 
Psalm 133:1 – “How good and how pleasant it is 
when the brothers dwell together as one.” 
Romans 12:9-10  – “Let love be sincere; hate what is 
evil, hold on to what is good; love one another with 
mutual affection; anticipate one another in showing 
honor.” 
Hebrews 13:1 – “Let mutual love continue.” 
1 Peter 1:22 – “Since you have purified yourselves 
by obedience to the truth for sincere mutual love, 
love one another intensely from a [pure] heart.” 
1 Peter 2:17 – “Give honor to all, love the 
community, fear God, honor the king.” 
1 Peter 3:8 – “Finally all of you, be of one mind, 
sympathetic, loving toward one another, 
compassionate, humble.”     

 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
JOIN US! 

Profession Mass for:  
John Rosensteel  
and Mike Bartel 

Tuesday, April 23rd, 7:00pm 
Queen of Peace Friary 
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Fraternity	of	Mary,	Queen	of	Peace	2019	Budget	

	      YEAR	 2016	 2017	 2018	 2019	

Checking	 1125.13	 1532.13	 		 1285.71	 		

Savings	 384.78	 451.55	 		 467.79	 		

total	year-end	cash	 1509.91	 1983.68	 		 1753.50	 		
		 		 		 		 		 		

Income	 Actual	 Actual	 Budget	 Actual	 Budget	

Common	Fund	Donations	 1770.00	 2448.61	 2100.00	 2274.00	 2500.00	

other	donations	 		 8.00	 		 		 		

Fundraisers	(can	recycling,	etc)	 209.00	 58.56	 0.00	 16.00	 50.00	

Donations	for	Charities	 		 		 		 833.00	 		

Interest	 0.20	 0.21	 0.00	 0.24	 0.00	

Total	Income	 1979.20	 2515.38	 2100.00	 3123.24	 2550.00	

Expenses	 		 		 		 		 		
meeting	costs	(ongoing	formation	

postage/printing/books)	 249.33	 461.65	 300.00	 284.70	 300.00	

charitable	donations	 399.00	 0.00	 200.00	 300.00	 200.00	

apostolates	(FBP)	 200.00	 200.00	 200.00	 200.00	 200.00	

Spiritual	Assistant	stipend	 100.00	 100.00	 100.00	 100.00	 100.00	

Region	Fair	Share	 950.00	 1012.00	 869.00	 869.00	 924.00	

memorials	&	masses	 131.74	 27.00	 100.00	 156.01	 100.00	

hospitality	 		 91.00	 100.00	 50.00	 100.00	

region	meetings	 170.00	 50.00	 250.00	 175.00	 175.00	

election,	visitation	stipends	 30.00	 100.00	 0.00	 0.00	 30.00	

priest	stipend	for	profession	 		 		 100.00	 0.00	 100.00	

initial	formation	 		 		 		 385.71	 300.00	

special	collection	donations	 		 		 		 833.00	 		

checks	 		 		 21.00	 0.00	 21.00	

Total	Expenses	 2230.07	 2041.65	 2240.00	 3353.42	 2550.00	

Net	Income	or	Expense	 -250.87	 473.73	 -140.00	 -230.18	 0.00	
 
 

We have substantial year-end cash. It is helpful to have a “cushion” at the end of each year as the first half of 
the Fair Share is paid to the Region in January. Helen Rush clarified that our savings has historically been 
used as a “cushion” in case the checking account runs low. 
 

In our discussion, we clarified that in 2018 we took up a few special collections for various donations which 
were outside of our budgeted income and expenses. These contributions totaled $833 in and out. 
 

We have a generous Fraternity, for our own needs and beyond. 
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April Prayer requests: 
• In thanksgiving for all our blessings. 
• May we all live the Gospel life through the 

intercession of St Francis. 
• In thanksgiving for the people in our lives 

who help us grow. 
• For healing of our brokenness and for 

freedom from addiction – that we will trust 
the Lord to meet all our needs.  

• For the conversion of those who perform 
abortions. 

• For all those who have been traumatized 
by sexual abuse 

• For protection of persecuted Christians. 
• That all refugees and immigrants will be 

treated with compassion and justice. 
• For freedom from oppressive 

governments. That the laws of 
governments will be just. 

• For conversion of souls. 
• In thanksgiving for safe travels for Scott 

Rooney in March. 
• In thanksgiving for Nini’s fruitful mission 

trip to Guatemala in March. 
• For safe travels for Brenda and family, 

visiting Texas.  
• For Jerry and Heidi’s family and that all 

will go well with the birth of their next child. 
• For guidance for Norma as she and her 

daughter, Emilia, move to an apartment on 
their own and for a means of 
transportation.  

• For Norma’s daughter, Caridad, in need of 
housing for her family. 

• In thanksgiving for Norma’s trust in divine 
providence and that her treatment is 
decreasing the cancer. 

• In thanksgiving for the lifting of the 
darkness that Jeannie was experiencing. 

• For Chuck’s sister and husband and for all 
those experiencing marital and family 
conflict. 

• That our grown children will return to the 
faith and experience healing of 
relationships. 

• For peace in Debbie’s family. 

• For all our members and loved ones who 
are sick and suffering in any way – that 
they will unite their sufferings to the 
redemption of the Cross – that the Lord 
will grant them perseverance, grace and 
joy. 

o For Mike Gross who may need 
surgery on his arm again. 

o For the needs of Mike Bartel. 
o For Janet and her intentions. 
o For the needs of Will’s sister, Fran - 

guide the doctors caring for her. 
o For the needs of Br John Mary’s 

father, Jack, whose health is failing 
and for his mother, Blanch, who 
needs support caring for her 
husband.  

o For the needs of Eileen’s nephew. 
o For Jeannie’s sister – SueAnn with 

metastatic cancer. 
o For Tom’s mother-in-law who has 

been diagnosed with cancer. 
o For those to whom Br John Mary 

ministers at the VA hospital, who 
are ill and close to death. 

• For the repose of the souls of all 
deceased Brothers and Fraternity 
members. 

o For the soul of William McNally, ofs 
o For the soul of Herman Kubo, ofs 

(spelling?) 
• For the repose of the souls of all our 

deceased loved ones. 
• That the Lord will meet the needs of our 

OFS Inquirers as they continue the 
formation process and discern their calling 
to the Secular Franciscan Order. 

• For blessings on Candidates John 
Rosensteel and Mike Bartel as they 
prepare for OFS profession. 

• That the Lord will provide for all the needs 
of the Franciscan Brothers of Peace and 
guide all their ministries. That the Lord will 
call whom He will to this vocation and 
guide those in discernment and formation. 

• For blessings as Brother Seraphim 
prepares for priestly ordination. In 
thanksgiving for his gifts.
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THE PERFECT JOY OF ST. FRANCIS-Chp. 10, INTO THE DARK NIGHT, pg. 205-215 
Study Questions For 5/3/19 OFS FRATERNITY MEETING 

 
In the first half of Chapter 10, Francis returns to 
Italy after a year long trip to the 4th Crusade in 
Damietta, Egypt and the Holy Land (Spring of 
1219-Spring of 1220).  After this long absence, his 
Franciscan Order was in total chaos and 
corruption, and at risk of collapsing.  He returns in 
poor health-exhausted, half blind, very weak, 
unable to stand, walk, or kneel, near physical 
collapse.  He also learns that five Brothers sent to 
Morocco had been killed, the Order’s first 
Martyrs.  He visits Cardinal Ugolino in Rome to 
seek direction. Francis resigns as Minister of the 
Order, and assigns Brother Peter to take his place 
to govern and make decisions.   Francis is asked to 
rewrite the Franciscan rule to include more 
discipline, direction, and organization which he is 
reluctant to do, for fear of losing his ideal of 
gospel life, poverty, and total imitation of Christ.   
He seeks respite, solace, and healing – physically, 
spiritually, emotionally, and mentally in the 
forests of Casentino near Mount La Verna, were 
he struggles to write the new rule with the help of 
Brother Caesar.  A Spring trip to Rome with the 
draft of the New Rule, results in flocks of lay 
people, married and single, wanting a rule to 
follow St. Francis.  It was a spiritual revolution, 
the beginnings of the OFS, Order of Franciscans 
Secular.  In the second half of Chapter 10, 
Francis works on a new secular rule for lay 
people, submits the new rule for the Order, and 
struggles with leadership changes in the Order.  
He also continues to suffer poor physical health, 
and torments of darkness- depression, worry, and 
loneliness, followed by short periods of strength 
and joy. 
 
1.   With the help of Cardinal Ugolino, Francis 
writes a Third Order Rule for lay people.  What 
did he infuse into this rule and how did the lay 
people react to it?  Pg.205 -206. 
 
 
2.  Due to Francis’s poor physical and emotional 
health, he no longer governs the Franciscan Order, 

but Cardinal Ugolino asks St. Francis to remain as 
the Order’s Spiritual Leader.  Why? Pg.206. 
 
 
3.   Brother Peter dies, and Francis has to appoint 
a new Minister to govern the Order.  Who did he 
choose, and why?  Pg.207-208. 
 
 
4.   What is the the story of the wolf of Gubbio 
about, and what was Francis’s solution?  Pg.211-
212. 
 
 
5.   Francis is tormented by depression, loneliness, 
worry, doubt, grief, darkness in his heart, mind, 
and soul.  What is the cause of all of this?  Pg. 
208-211, 213-215. 
 
 

BINGO – Sunday, March 24th 
(courtesy Anne Keller Photography) 

 

     Eileen, Will 

     Helen, Eugene
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    MAY 5, 2019 
Third	Sunday	of	Easter		
 

Reading	1 	 	 	 	 	ACTS	5 :27-32 , 	40B-41 	 	
 

When the captain and the court officers had brought the 
apostles in 
and made them stand before the Sanhedrin, 
the high priest questioned them, 
"We gave you strict orders, did we not, 
to stop teaching in that name? 
Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching 
and want to bring this man's blood upon us." 
But Peter and the apostles said in reply, 
"We must obey God rather than men. 
The God of our ancestors raised Jesus, 
though you had him killed by hanging him on a tree. 
God exalted him at his right hand as leader and savior 
to grant Israel repentance and forgiveness of sins. 
We are witnesses of these things, 
as is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who 
obey him." 
The Sanhedrin ordered the apostles 
to stop speaking in the name of Jesus, and dismissed 
them. 
So they left the presence of the Sanhedrin, 
rejoicing that they had been found worthy 
to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name. 
 

Gospel	 	 	 		 JN	21 :1 -11 	
 
At that time, Jesus revealed himself again to his 
disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. 
He revealed himself in this way. 
Together were Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus, 
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, 
Zebedee's sons, and two others of his disciples. 
Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." 
They said to him, "We also will come with you." 
So they went out and got into the boat, 
but that night they caught nothing. 
When it was already dawn, Jesus was standing on the 
shore; 
but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 
Jesus said to them, "Children, have you caught 
anything to eat?" 
They answered him, "No." 
So he said to them, "Cast the net over the right side of 
the boat 
and you will find something." 
So they cast it, and were not able to pull it in 
because of the number of fish. 

So the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is 
the Lord." 
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, 
he tucked in his garment, for he was lightly clad, 
and jumped into the sea. 
The other disciples came in the boat, 
for they were not far from shore, only about a hundred 
yards, 
dragging the net with the fish. 
When they climbed out on shore, 
they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. 
Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you just 
caught." 
So Simon Peter went over and dragged the net ashore 
full of one hundred fifty-three large fish. 
Even though there were so many, the net was not torn. 
Jesus said to them, "Come, have breakfast." 
And none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are 
you?" 
because they realized it was the Lord. 
Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to 
them, 
and in like manner the fish. 
This was now the third time Jesus was revealed to his 
disciples 
after being raised from the dead. 
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, 
"Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 
these?" 
Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that 
I love you." 
Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." 
He then said to Simon Peter a second time, 
"Simon, son of John, do you love me?" 
Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that 
I love you." 
Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." 
Jesus said to him the third time, 
"Simon, son of John, do you love me?" 
Peter was distressed that Jesus had said to him a third 
time, 
"Do you love me?" and he said to him, 
"Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 
you." 
Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. 
Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger, 
you used to dress yourself and go where you wanted; 
but when you grow old, you will stretch out your 
hands, 
and someone else will dress you 
and lead you where you do not want to go." 
He said this signifying by what kind of death he would 
glorify God. 
And when he had said this, he said to him, "Follow 
me."  
 


